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Abstract    Formulas for the number of tilings Tm,n of an m-by-n rectangle with square tiles of size up to k-by-k,
for m≤  5 are derived. Two cases are considered: 1) tilings that use only squares of size 1-by-1 and 2-by-2, and
2) tilings that use squares of size up to k-by-k, where k = min{m, n}. Using the idea of basic blocks (tilings that
cannot be vertically split into smaller rectangles), a general recursive formula for the number of tilings is
obtained. Explicit formulas are proved for the number of basic blocks of size m-by-k for m = 3 and m = 4 (both
cases) and for T3,n for case 1.  For     m = 5, the number of basic blocks of size 5-by-k is determined recursively.
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1. Introduction
The question to be discussed in this paper is a generalization of the problem of tiling a 1-by-n or 2-by-n rectangle
with Cuisinaire rods ("c-rods"), color-coded rods of lengths 1 cm to 10 cm (1 cm = white, 2 cm = red). C-rods are
used to help students with an intuitive understanding of concepts related to whole numbers, as well as geometry. In
addition to their usefulness in K-8,  the number of tilings of a rectangle of size 1-by-n with white and red c-rods is
connected to the Fibonacci numbers. This connection can be used to give geometrical proofs of various relationships
for this well-known sequence [1].

Extensions to the tiling question of a 1-by-n area with white and red c-rods have been investigated by a number of
authors. Using the same types of c-rods, but covering a 2-by-n rectangle has been explored by Brigham et. al [2]. A
generalization, allowing c-rods of length less than or equal to k for tiling 2-by-n and 3-by-n rectangles has been
investigated by Hare [4,5] and by Hare and Chinn [6].

In this paper, the tiles used are squares, rather than c-rods. We will discuss two cases for tiling m-by-n rectangles,
namely 1) to allow 1-by-1 and  2-by-2 tiles only; and 2) to allow tiles of size up to k-by-k, where k = min{m,n}.  The
approach taken is based on basic blocks, comparable to the indecomposable blocks utilized in [2]. A recursive
formula for the number of tilings based on basic blocks is derived (Lemma 1). In the case m = 3 with tiles of size up
to 2-by-2, an explicit formula for the number of tilings results (Theorem 1). In all other cases, the recursive structure
remains, but explicit formulas for the number of basic blocks are derived. The sole exception is the case m = 5, with
tiles of size up to 5-by-5, where the number of basic blocks is given by a recursive formula (Theorem 6).

2. The Trivial Cases: m = 1 and m = 2
In the case of tiling a 1-by-n rectangle, there is only one possible tiling, namely the one where all the tiles are of size
1-by-1. When  m = 2, 1-by-1 and 2-by-2 squares can be used for tiling. However, they cannot be mixed and matched
in every possible fashion. If a 1-by-1 tile is used somewhere in the rectangle, then it has to be paired vertically with
another 1-by-1 tile. Thus we get tilings that are sequences consisting of either two vertically stacked 1-by-1 tiles or
the 2-by-2 tile. Due to the symmetry induced by the pairing of the two 1-by-1 tiles, tilings of size 2-by-n using
squares have a one-to-one correspondence to tilings of a    1-by-n rectangle with white and red Cuisinaire rods (see
Figure 1).

Figure 1
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Formulas for the number of such tilings are well-known and can be found for example in [1]. A recursive relation is
the basic idea for finding the number of these tilings. Rectangles of size 1-by-(n+1) are formed by either attaching a
1-by-1 rod to the left of a 1-by-n tiling, or by attaching a 1-by-2 rod to the left of a tiling of size 1-by-(n-1). In this
manner, a recursion very much like the one for the Fibonacci numbers results, except that the initial conditions are
"shifted". The generalization of this approach will be illustrated in the next section.

3. The Notion of Basic Blocks
When tiling rectangles with squares, the approach is similar. The basic idea is to form larger tilings by putting
together tilings of smaller sizes in a specific way. The role of the 1-by-1 and 1-by-2 Cuisinare rods in the above
example is now played by basic (or indecomposable) blocks. A basic block is a tiling that cannot be split (vertically)
into two or more smaller rectangular pieces without cutting some of the squares. Figure 2 shows an example for
tilings of size 4-by-3. The tiling on the left represents a basic block, whereas the second one does not qualify as a
basic block, as it can be split into a 4-by-2 and a 4-by-1 rectangle.

Figure 2

4. Notation
We now introduce some notation and conventions used throughout the paper. When talking about an m-by-n
rectangle, m refers to the height and n refers to the width of the rectangle. Figure 3 shows the shadings which will be
used for the different sizes of squares:

Figure 3

Furthermore, we let

n,mT  = the number of tilings of an m-by-n rectangle with squares of size 1-by-1 and 2-by-2

n,mT
~

 = the number of tilings of an m-by-n rectangle with squares of size up to  k-by-k, where k = min{m, n}

n,mB = the number of basic blocks of size m-by-n using squares of size 1-by-1 and 2-by-2

n,mB
~

= the number of basic blocks of size m-by-n using squares of size up to  k-by-k, where k = min{m, n}

mF   =  the mth Fibonacci number, with F1 = F2 = 1, and Fm = Fm-1 + Fm-2

Note that 2 and  1for      and  ==== nnBB
~

TT
~

n,mn,mn,mn,m .

5. The General Recursive Formula

The main idea is to combine a basic block of size m-by-k with a tiling of size m-by-(n-k) where nk ≤ .  (We will
always assume that the basic block is added from the left.) As all the tilings of size m-by-(n-k) are different, the
newly created tilings are also different. On the other hand, each tiling starts with a basic block on the left (namely
the first section that cannot be vertically separated). Thus, creating larger tilings by adding a basic block to the left
of appropriate tilings will create all possible tilings. Double counting as shown in Figure 4 cannot happen, as the
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second way to create the given tiling does not follow the algorithm. (The tiling added from the left is not a basic
block.)

                                                                +                       =             

                                            +              =      

Figure 4

We will illustrate the general recursive formula for the case m = 2. The only basic blocks are of size 2-by-1 (two
vertically stacked 1-by-1 tiles) and size 2-by-2 (the 2-by-2 tile), hence B2,1 = B2,2 = 1. We can create tilings of size 2-
by-n in one of two ways: either by adding the basic block of size 2-by-1 to a tiling of size 2-by-(n-1) or by adding
the basic block of size 2-by-2 to a tiling of size 2-by-(n-2). This leads to the recursive formula

                         T2,n = B2,1 T2, n-1 + B2,2 T2, n-2 =  T2, n-1 +  T2, n-2

The initial conditions are T2,1 = 1  and  T2,2  = 2 (either a 2-by-2 tile or the tiling consisting of all 1-by-1 tiles).
Therefore, the number of tilings of a 2-by-n rectangle is given by the shifted Fibonacci numbers, i. e. ,

                               T2,n = Fn+1.                                  (1)

In general, the number of tilings of size m-by-n can be created by combining a basic block of size m-by-k with a
tiling of size m-by-(n-k), or it can consist of just a basic block of size m-by-n (if there are any). The same argument

applies for tilings that allow squares of size up to k-by-k. If we define 100 == ,m,m T
~

T , then we get the following

lemma:

Lemma 1: The number of tilings of an m-by-n rectangle is given by

                                           ∑=
=

−
n

k
kn,mk,mn,m TBT

1
   and  ∑=

=
−

n

k
kn,mk,mn,m T

~
B
~

T
~

1
.

To make this formula useful, we need to determine the number of basic blocks of size m-by-k. We will first work on
tilings that only use 1-by-1 and 2-by-2 squares, and then look at the general case.

6. Tilings with Squares of Size 1-by-1 and Size 2-by-2

6.1 Basic Blocks of Size m-by-1 and m-by-2
Before looking at specific values for m, we will state a fact that holds true independent of the value for m:

                               Tm,1 = Bm,1 = 1       for all values of m.                (2)

(Each tiling consists of vertically stacked tiles of size 1-by-1.) Furthermore, we can easily derive a general formula
for Bm,2.

The number of basic blocks of size m-by-2 is closely related to the number of tilings of size 2-by-m. The two types
of tilings both cover the same size rectangle, viewed either vertically or horizontally. However, any basic block of
width 2 must have at least one tile of size 2-by-2; therefore, the one tiling consisting of all 1-by-1 tiles has to be
excluded. Together with (1), this leads to
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                              Bm,2 = T2,m -1 =  Fm+1 - 1.                                    (3)

On the other hand, using a combinatorial argument (see [1]) for the number of ways to place either a 2-by-2 tile or
two adjacent 1-by-1 tiles, one can also derive that

                              Bm,2 = 
 

∑ 






 −

=

2

1

/m

r r

rm
.                                    (4)

Combining (3) and (4) leads to a well-known formula for the Fibonacci numbers (see for example [3]).

6.2  The Case m = 3
The first step is to determine the number of basic blocks and the initial conditions for the recursive formula. As we
only look at tiles of size 1-by-1 and 2-by-2, there are no basic blocks of size 3-by-n for n > 2. (To make basic blocks
of larger size, there needs to be an interlocking mechanism, for which two 2-by-2 tiles are needed.) Thus, the only
basic blocks for m =3 are given in Figure 5, resulting in  B3,1 = 1 and B3,2 = 2.

Figure 5

The general recursive formula (Lemma 1) reduces to

                                  T3,n = B3,1 T3,n-1 + B3,2 T3,n-2 = T3,n-1 + 2 T3,n-2    for n > 2,    (5)

with initial conditions T3,1 = 1 and T3,2 = 3 (the two basic blocks and the tiling consisting of only 1-by-1 tiles).
However, this recursive formula has an explicit solution.

Theorem 1: The number of tilings of a 3-by-n rectangle with squares of size 1-by-1 and 2-by-2 is given by

                                          ( ) 3)1(2 11
3 /T nn

n,
++ −−=

Proof:

The formula holds for the initial conditions:

n = 1: ( ) 13122
13 =−= /T ,

n = 2: ( ) 33123
23 =+= /T , .

Furthermore, the recurrence relation (5) is identical to the recurrence for the Jacobsthal sequence  (A001045 [7] or
M2482 [8]), with ( )213 aT , =  and ( )323 aT , = . Thus,

( ) ( ) 3)1(21 11
3 /naT nn

n,
++ −−=+= .

y

Table 1 lists the first ten values of T3,n.

n 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
T3,n 1 3 5 11 21 43 85 171 341 683

Table 1
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6.3  The Case m = 4
Again we start by determining the number of basic blocks. Now the height of the blocks is large enough to allow for
an interlocking effect (for 3≥n ) that creates basic blocks of any length. From equations (2) and (3) in Section 6.1
we know that B4,1 = 1 and B4,2 = 4.  Figure 6 shows the four possible basic blocks of size 4-by-2.

Figure 6

For n > 2, B4,n = 2, as can be seen easily from the tilings shown in Figure 7.

Figure 7

Since the 2-by-2 tiles have to be placed in an interlocking pattern to ensure the tiling forms a basic block, there are
only two possibilities, depending on whether the leftmost 2-by-2 tile is located at the bottom or at the top. (A
placement of the 2-by-2 tile in the middle position will only result in a basic block of width 2.) After the initial
placement, there is only one way to extend the basic block for each of the two cases, giving exactly two basic blocks
of size 4-by-n, n > 2.

Thus, we get the following result:

Theorem 2: The number of tilings of a 4-by-n rectangle with squares of size 1-by-1 and 2-by-2 is given by the
recursive formula

                                       ∑++=
−

=
−−

3

0
424144 24

n

k
k,n,n,n, TTTT ,

      with T4,0 = T4,1 = 1, and T4,2 = 5.

Proof:
The recursive formula and re-indexing of the sum leads to the formula for T4,n. The number of tilings of size 4-by-2
consist of the 4 basic blocks of that size and the tiling of all 1-by-1 squares.

y

Table 2 lists the first ten values of T4,n.

n 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
T4,n 1 5 11 35 93 269 747 2,115 5,933 16,717

Table 2
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6. 4  The Case m = 5
This case differs from the cases for m = 3 and m = 4 in that the number of basic blocks is not as easily determined as
before. Here we will develop a recursive formula for the number of basic blocks of size 5-by-n, for n > 3. From (3)
we know that B5,2 = 7; the respective tilings are given in Figure 8.

Figure 8

We now create basic blocks of size 5-by-(n+1) from those of size 5-by-n. We do this by placing a 2-by-2 tile over
two vertically stacked tiles of size 1-by-1 in the rightmost column, and then filling up the remaining empty spaces in
the new column with 1-by-1 tiles. Note the following: In order for a tiling to be a basic block of height 5, each
vertical column must contain at least one 2-by-2 tile. In addition, any column but the leftmost and rightmost must
contain two 2-by-2 tiles (to produce the interlocking effect).

Looking at the first three basic blocks in Figure 8, it is clear that they cannot be extended to basic blocks of size 5-
by-3. For the other four basic blocks, there are two different possibilities, shown in Figure 9, depending on the
structure of the rightmost column. If the 1-by-1 tiles are split into a single tile and a group of two tiles, then there is
only one way to extend the basic block to the next larger size. If, on the other hand, there are three (vertically)
stacked 1-by-1 tiles, then the 2-by-2 tile can be placed in two different ways. Thus, two of the basic blocks of size 5-
by-2 produce one larger basic block of size 5-by-3, and the other two produce two basic blocks each.

Figure 9

Altogether, we get a total of 6 basic blocks of size 5-by-3, grouped in Figure 10 according to their "ancestor" in
Figure 8.

Figure 10

These are the only possible basic blocks of size 5-by-3, as exactly two 2-by-2 tiles in interlocking positions are
needed. Let's look at this extension process in a little bit more detail. The difference between the two extensions of
basic blocks shown in Figure 9 is the rightmost column. If we just look at this column, we can distinguish between
two types:
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                                   Type I:                    and Type II:

Figure 11

Each basic block of type I creates one new basic block of the next size, and those of type II produce two new basic
blocks. But we also have to keep track of the type of the newly created blocks. Figure 12 shows what happens:

Figure 12

A type I block creates a type II block (as the single square and the 2-by-2 tile both get extended with 1-by-1 tiles to
form a group of three consecutive 1-by-1 tiles). The same reasoning explains why one of the basic blocks created
from a type II block also has to be of type II. (This is the one where the extending 2-by-2 tile is placed not adjacent
to the existing 2-by-2 tile.) However, the second basic block created from a type II basic block is of type I.
Altogether, we have the following lemma:

Lemma 2: For n > 1, a type I basic block of size 5-by-n creates one type II basic block of size 5-by-(n+1); a type II
basic block of size 5-by-n creates one type I and one type II basic block of size 5-by-(n+1).

If we denote the number of basic blocks of type I and type II of size 5-by-n by I
n,B5  and II

n,B5 , respectively, then we

get the following formula for the number of basic blocks for n > 2 (as we have only type I and type II basic blocks):

II
n,

I
n,n, BBB 555 +=                 (6)

Now we can use Lemma 2 to determine formulas for the number of basic blocks of each type. Basic blocks of  type I
are created from basic blocks of type II only, hence

II
n,

I
n, BB 515 =+                       (7)

On the other hand, basic blocks of type II are created from basic blocks of type I and type II. Each such block
creates exactly one new block of type II. These blocks are all different, because their first n-1 columns were
different. Therefore,

n,
II

n,
I

n,
II

n, BBBB 55515 =+=+ .      (8)

Combining (6), (7), and (8) results in the following formula for the number of basic blocks.

Lemma 3: The number of basic blocks of size 5-by-m is given by

,nFB nn, 2for     2 15 >⋅= +

with 1  and 7 1525 == ,, B,B .
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Proof:
For n = 1 and n = 2, the result is true by (2) and (3). Figure 10 shows that  B5,3 = 6 = 42 F⋅ .

For n = 4, we recall that 22525 == II
,

I
, BB  (Figure 8). By Lemma 2, each of the two basic blocks of type I produces

one type II basic block of size 5-by-3, and each of the two basic blocks of type II produces one basic block of type I
and type II. Thus ,

             422        and       2 3535 =+== II
,

I
, BB .

We now apply Lemma 2 once more to determine the number of basic blocks of type I and type II of size 5-by-4.
Thus,

               624        and       4 4545 =+== II
,

I
, BB .

This implies that .2 1064 545 FB , ⋅==+=

For n > 4,

       II
n,

I
n,n, BBB 555 +=

                                            (8)  and  (7)by         1515 −− += n,
II

n, BB

                                            (8)by          1525 −− += n,n, BB .

As this is the recursion for the Fibonacci numbers, and the factor 2 carries through, the result follows.
y

This leads to the following recursive formula for the number of tilings of size 5-by-n:

Theorem 3: The number of tilings of a 5-by-n rectangle with squares of size 1-by-1 and 2-by-2 is given by the
recursive formula

∑=
=

−
n

k
kn,k,n, TBT

1
555  

with

15 2 +⋅= nn, FB   for  n > 2,

where .TT,B,B ,,,, 1  and  1  7 05151525 ====

Table 3 contains the first ten values for both B5,n and T5,n.

n 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
B5,n 1 7 6 10 16 26 42 68 110 178
T5,n 1 8 21 93 314 1,213 4,375 16,334 59,925 221,799

Table 3
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7. Tilings with Squares up to Size k-by-k, with k = min{n, m}

7.1  The Case m = 3 (Squares up to Size 3-by-3)
If we now allow tiles of size 3-by-3, only basic blocks of width larger than 2 can change. Obviously, there is one
new basic block of size 3-by-3. However, as the 3-by-3 tile cannot be combined with any other tile to form an
interlocking pattern due to height constraints, this is the only additional basic block. Thus, we have:

  1 and  2  1 332313 .B
~

,B
~

,B
~

,,, ===

Using the general recursive formula, we obtain the following result:

Theorem 4: The number of tilings of a 3-by-n rectangle with squares of up to size 3-by-3 is given by

3323133  2 −−− ++= n,n,n,n, T
~

T
~

T
~

T
~

with initial conditions 11303 == ,, T
~

T
~

 and 3,2 3T =%  as before.

Even though there is only one additional basic block, the dynamics for the number of tilings changes quite

dramatically. Table 4 gives the first ten values of n,T
~
3 :

n 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

n,T
~
3

1 3 6 13 28 60 129 277 595 1,278

Table 4

7. 2  The Case m = 4  (Squares up to Size 4-by-4)
As in the case m = 3, the only changes in the number of basic blocks can occur for n > 2. Figure 13 shows the two
additional blocks of width 3 and the one additional block of width 4.

Figure 13

Neither the 3-by-3 nor the 4-by-4 tile can be used to make larger basic blocks through interlocking. Thus, these three
are the only additional basic blocks, leading to:

.nB
~

,B
~

,B
~

,B
~

,B
~

n,

,,,,

4for    2  and

  312  422  4  1

4

44342414

>=

=+==+===
   (9)

We have the following result:
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Theorem 5: The number of tilings of a 4-by-n rectangle with squares of size up to 4-by-4 is given by

∑++++=
−

=
−−−−

5

0
4443424144  2 3 4 4

n

k
k,n,n,n,n,n, T

~
T
~

T
~

T
~

T
~

T
~

,

with   5  1 241404 ,T
~

,T
~

T
~

,,, === and  .T
~

, 1334 =

Proof:
The result for n > 3 follows from the general recursive formula and a re-indexing of the sum. Furthermore,

m,m, TT
~

44 =  for m = 0, 1, and 2, since the same tiles are being used. Using the general recursive formula (Lemma 1)

and (9) leads to

1341451
3

1
4434 =+⋅+⋅=∑=

=k
,n-kk,, T

~
 B

~
T
~

.

y

Table 5 displays the first ten values of n,T
~

4 :

n 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

n,T
~

4
1 5 13 40 117 348 1,029 3,049 9,028 26,738

Table 5

7.3 The Case m = 5  (Squares up to Size 5-by-5)
In addition to the basic blocks made up from just 1-by-1 and 2-by-2 tiles, we now also allow 3-by-3, 4-by-4, and 5-
by-5 tiles. Like in the case m = 3, the 4-by-4 and 5-by-5 tiles will only lead to basic blocks of their respective
widths, as they cannot be extended in an interlocking fashion in combination with 2-by-2 tiles. Thus, any regular
pattern for basic blocks will start for n > 5. We will first derive the number of basic blocks for n ≤  5.

Lemma 4: The number of basic blocks of size 5-by-n, for n ≤ 5, using tiles of size up to 5-by-5, are as follows:

             .B
~

,B
~

,B
~

,B
~

,B
~

,,,,, 35  and  20   13   7   1 5545352515 =====

Proof:

As the first additional basic blocks show up for n = 3, ,BB
~

,, 11515 ==  and .BB
~

,, 72525 ==  For n = 3, we can now

utilize 3-by-3 tiles, which can be placed in one of three positions, as shown in Figure 14.

Figure 14
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The first and third constellations are symmetrical, and the (white) 2-by-3 rectangle can be tiled in any way, i.e., in
T2,3 = 3 ways. The second tiling in Figure 14 shows the only possibility if the 3-by-3 tile is placed in the middle
position. Therefore, there are 7132 =+⋅  basic blocks of size 5-by-3 using a 3-by-3 tile. Using Lemma 3, we have

that 1373535 =+= ,, BB
~

.

If n = 4, then we get additional basic blocks formed by either using a 3-by-3 tile together with an interlocking 2-by-2
tile, or by using the 4-by-4 tile. If we use a combination of 2-by-2 and 3-by-3 basic blocks, then there are only four
possible positions for the interlocking 2-by-2 and 3-by-3 tiles, as shown in Figure 15.

Figure 15

The (white) 2-by-2 square next to the interlocking 2-by-2 tile can be tiled in 2 ways (all 1-by-1 tiles or one 2-by-2
tile). Thus, there are altogether 8 basic blocks made up from 2-by-2 and 3-by-3 tiles. In addition, we can use a 4-by-

4 tile, which will lead to 2 basic blocks of size 5-by-4. Altogether, .BB
~

,, 201010284545 =+=++=

Finally, for n = 5, the additional basic blocks are either made from a combination of 2-by-2 and 3-by-3 tiles or
consist of the 5-by-5 tile. In the former case, we need one 3-by-3 tile and two 2-by-2 tiles to create an interlocking
structure. There are six possibilities to place the 3-by-3 tile: two of these allow for exactly one placement of the 2-
by-2 tiles, whereas the other four allow for two different placements each. Figure 16 shows the different possible
positions of these tiles.

Figure 16

All but the two middle basic blocks in Figure 16 still contain a (white) 2-by-2 square that can be tiled in two ways.
Thus, there are 18228 =+⋅  basic blocks containing both 2-by-2 and 3-by-3 tiles. Altogether, using Lemma 3,

3519161185555 =+=++= ,, BB
~

.

y

Now that we have established the number of basic blocks for n ≤  5, we will look at a mechanism to create basic
blocks of size 5-by-(n+1) from basic blocks of size 5-by-n. We will use an approach similar to the one used in
Section 6.4. However, since tiles of size 3-by-3 can be used in the extension, we need to look at the two, instead of
just one, rightmost columns of a basic block. Lemma 5 establishes the possible configurations for the last two
columns of a basic block.
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Lemma 5: For n > 5, the last two columns of basic blocks of size 5-by-n must be of one of the five types shown in
Figure 17.

                        I                           II                  III                   IV                  V

     

Figure 17

Proof:
The last two columns must contain a 2-by-2 or a 3-by-3 tile in order to ensure the tiling is a basic block. If the last
two columns contain only 1-by-1 and 2-by-2 tiles, then the second to last column must contain two 2-by-2 tiles, and
the last one can have only one 2-by-2 tile (due to the interlocking nature). The rest of the column is filled by three 1-
by-1 tiles, which can be either grouped together (type I) or split into a pair of 2 and a single one (type II).

If both of the last columns are covered with a 3-by-3 tile (which necessarily is either on the top or bottom to allow
for an interlocking extension), then the remaining 2-by-2 rectangle can be tiled with either a 2-by-2 tile (type IV) or
four 1-by-1 tiles (type V). If the 3-by-3 tile only covers the next to last column, then it must be paired with a 2-by-2
tile in an interlocking fashion. The only such possibility is given by type III.

y
We can now establish how basic blocks of size 5-by-(n+1) can be created from basic blocks of size 5-by-n. We will

denote the number of basic blocks of size  5-by-n which are of type I by I
n,B

~
5  (and likewise for the other four types).

Lemma 6:  The number of basic blocks of size  5-by-(n+1) for n ≥  5  is given by

V
n,

IV
n,

III
n,

II
n,

I
n,n, B

~
B
~

B
~

B
~

B
~

B
~

151515151515 ++++++ ++++=  

where
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n,
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n,

V
n,
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n,
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n,

I
n,

II
n,

III
n,
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n,

I
n,

I
n,

B
~

B
~

B
~

B
~

B
~

B
~

B
~

B
~

B
~

B
~

B
~

B
~

B
~
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515

515

5515

55515

=

=

=

+=

++=

+

+

+

+

+

               (10)

and .B
~

B
~

,B
~

,B
~

,B
~ V

,
IV
,

III
,

II
,

I
, 4  2  10  14 5555555555 =====

Proof:
Extensions can be made by using either 2-by-2 or 3-by-3 tiles. A 2-by-2 tile will replace two adjacent 1-by-1 tiles in
the last column. A 3-by-3 tile will replace a 2-by-2 tile and two 1-by-1 tiles that are adjacent to the 2-by-2 tile. After
the interlocking tile has been placed, the remainder of the new last column is filled with 1-by-1 tiles. This may result
in a set of four 1-by-1 tiles, which can be replaced by a 2-by-2 tile to form another basic block. We will show the
possible extensions only for half of the configurations in Figure 17, as the remaining ones are symmetric (vertically
reflected).
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Figure 18

Type I:  There are two ways to extend type I blocks with a 2-by-2 tile, leading to either a type I or a type II block of
the next larger size. For the second type I block, two extensions with a 3-by-3 tile are also possible as shown in
Figure 18.

Type II: In this case, an extension with a 2-by-2 tile is possible in only one way, creating a block of type I. In
addition, an extension with a 3-by-3 tile is possible, just like in the case of the second basic block of type I, creating
one block each of type IV and V. However, if we look at these two extensions in Figure 19 and compare them to
those in Figure 18, we see that they create identical columns. The differences that existed before in the basic blocks
of smaller size have now been erased. To avoid double counting, we will think of these extensions as coming from
the type II blocks (then the two type I blocks create the same extension types).

Figure 19

Thus, we can summarize what happens for type I and type II basic blocks:

Each type I block produces one type I and one type II block.
Each type II block produces one each of type I, type IV and type V.

Type III: A type III block can only be extended with a 2-by-2 tile, and there are two possible ways to do so, as
shown in Figure 20. No extensions with 3-by-3 tiles are possible.

Figure 20

Type IV:  This type has no extension.

Type V: There is only one way to extend a type V block, resulting in a type III block as shown in Figure 21.

Figure 21
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We summarize these three cases:

Each type III block produces one type I and one type II block.
A type IV block does not produce any extension.
Each type V block produces one block of type III.

Thus, type I basic blocks of size 5-by-(n+1) are created by each of the type I, type II, and type III basic blocks of
size 5-by-n. This results in:

                       III
n,

II
n,

I
n,

I
n, B

~
B
~

B
~

B
~

55515 ++=+

Likewise, one derives the other four equations. As any extensible basic block of size 5-by-(n+1) has to be of one of
these types for 5≥n , the total number of basic blocks of size 5-by-(n+1) is the sum of the basic blocks of the types
I - V.

Finally, we need to verify the initial conditions. Figure 16 shows the basic blocks containing 3-by-3 tiles. We only
need to look at the basic blocks in the top row, as the bottom row contains basic blocks that are vertically reflected.
Recall also that all but the middle basic block have two possibilities for tiling the (white) 2-by-2 area. The first basic
block is of type II in both cases, the second is of type I in both cases, the third is of type III, and the fourth and fifth
are either of type IV or type V. For the 18 possible basic blocks indicated in Figure 16, we get (as we double the
above count): Type I: 4,  type II: 4, type III: 2, type IV: 4, and type V: 4. Now we have to look at basic blocks of
size 5-by-5 containing only 1-by-1 and 2-by-2 tiles. By Theorem 3, there are 16 such basic blocks. Figure 22 shows
8 of these, with the remaining 8 being symmetrical (vertical reflection).

The first, second, and seventh are of type II; the other ones are of type I. Thus, we have 6 additional blocks of type II

and 10 additional basic blocks of type I. Altogether, this leads to ,B
~ I

, 1455 =  ,B
~ II

, 1055 =  ,B
~ III

, 255 =  ,B
~ IV

, 455 =  and

.B
~V

, 455 =  (This gives 34 of the 35 basic blocks of size 5-by-5; the remaining one is the basic block consisting of the

5-by-5 tile itself.)

Figure 22

y

Finally, we can compute the number of tilings using the general recursive formula:

Theorem 6: The number of tilings of a 5-by-n rectangle with squares of size up to 5-by-5 is given by

∑=
=

−
n

k
kn,k,n, T

~
B
~

T
~

1
555  ,

where

5, 5, 1 5, 2 5, 3   for 8 k k k k nB B B B− − − >= + +% % % %
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with  66  35  20,  13  7 1 655545352515 ,B
~

,B
~

B
~

,B
~

,B
~

,B
~

,,,,,, ======  118,75 =,B
~

5,8 218,B =% and

11505 == ,, T
~

T
~

.

Proof:
Using (10) of Lemma 6, we can express the number of basic blocks of type I and III in terms of the number of basic
blocks of type II:

                          II
n,

II
n,

I
n, B

~
B
~

B
~

51515 += ++ , and  II
n,

III
n, B

~
B
~

1515 −+ = .               (11)

Summing over all types,
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      (12)

Using (10) in combination with (11), we can derive a recursive formula for II
n,B

~
15 + :
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251555515 −−+ ++=+= .     (13)

Substituting (13) into (12) for each of the terms, followed by a suitable grouping of the resulting terms leads to the

recursive equation for 15 +n,B
~

:
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This formula is valid for n > 8, since the recursions for the subtypes are only valid for n > 5. For 5≤n , the initial

conditions for n,B
~

5   follow from Lemma 4. Equation (10) can be used together with the initial values given in

Lemma 6 to compute the number of subtypes for n = 6, 7 and 8. Summing over all subtypes gives

6610104162665 =++++=,B
~

, 118161610304675 =++++=,B
~

 and  5,8 86 56 16 30 30 218B = + + + + =% .

y

Table 6 shows the values of  n,B
~

5  and n,T
~
5  for .n 10≤

n 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

n,B
~

5
1 7 13 20 35 66 118 218 402 738

n,T
~
5

1 8 28 117 472 1,916 7,765 31,497 127,707 517,881

Table 6
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8. Conclusion
The approach used in this paper for generating basic blocks in the case where tiles of size up to k-by-k are allowed
becomes quite complex as m increases (since more and more columns need to be taken into account for determining
the different types). Therefore, results for m > 5 will most likely require a different approach.

However, in the case where only 1-by-1 and 2-by-2 tiles are used, the extension of basic blocks follows a more
regular pattern. There is a good chance that combinatorial formulas for the number of basic blocks, similar to the
one for Bm,2, may be derived. A first step is the implementation of an algorithm for generating and counting the basic
blocks of the next larger size and to look for patterns in the resulting sequences.
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